2012: The Year of the Lord’s Favor
May this year see the manifestation of the Lord’s rich purposes in each of our lives, and at the end of 2012 let us say ‘You have made San Antonio your dwelling place.’ 
Another New Year has rushed upon us with undignified haste!
It is amazing that we never become accustomed to the seeming acceleration of Time. Here we are at the dawn of another Year of the unknown. What does this year hold for us? Will there be more earthquakes or new wars?  Will climatic changes continue to create chaos with floods, droughts and famines? Who will be in the White House and when will the country return to normal; but what is normal?
The media keeps our attention upon the perpetual catalogue of misery world-wide; but rarely do we get the inside story of what the Sovereign Lord of the universe is doing. For that vital information we have to dig a little deeper. Those who know the truth are confident that the King is coming to rule in this sin-sick earth, they are not dismayed by what they see but know they are here to herald His new order - His kingdom rule.  
We live in times when the clear divide between light and darkness, good and evil, the kingdom of God and the Kingdom of the devil are obvious.  The Christian nations are being awakened as their complacent, non-sacrificial Christian lives are being challenged by the rise of evil. They find that to be ‘Christian in name’ only does not supply the grace to stand against the powers of darkness. The call is loud and clear -  we must become people with a cause, prepared to live or die for our Christ as Christians have done all through the centuries. 
This past year the prophets repeatedly referred to there being a ‘shift’, suggesting that God had moved in our time-world system to bring in an irreversible movement towards the fulfilling of His relentless purpose in His world. We see world systems and demonic powers increasing in their power and influence, frightening régimes grip many nations of the earth.  They are the counterfeit world order sustained by demonic power. But something else is happening that does not hit the headlines. 
The Lord said the nations would worship him. He works everything together to bring a fulfillment of His Word. The day will come when representatives from every tribe and nation will be gathered about the heavenly throne. He said He would shake everything that can be shaken, now economies fail and governments are overturned, random places are traumatized with earthquakes and unbelievable troubles shake the people, but few connect the dots. The Lord is on His throne and the times are in His hands.    
‘After these things I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, "Alleluia! Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God!  For true and righteous are His judgments.’ (Rev19:1-2).
He appoints leaders and He deposes them. As nations are shaken, we see presidents and dictators topple and the old order crumbling. The sheep and the goat nations are revealed. ‘The Lord is working all things together for good to those who love Him and are the called according to His purpose.’
 In our western thought that scripture means everything should be good and comfortable for us. But we must see the bigger picture; we are here to bring His eternal purpose into the earth and reap the harvest of the world before Jesus comes again. Once we understand that, we are ready to work, to extend his kingdom and reap the harvest. Our forerunner Jesus paid the price in suffering and now we voluntarily enter into His sufferings. 
Despite times of conflict, trouble and chaos in many nations something glorious is happening. Never before has there been a time when so many are finding the Savior, this is true also in Islamic countries. A vast harvest of souls is obeying the call. A generation is being born into Christ in the midst of conflict that is prepared to pay the price to follow Him regardless of opposition and persecution. May such be found here in our own nation too. Young and old, men and women ready to live and die for the cause of Christ.
In the Letters to the seven churches the Lord concludes each letter with the words ‘to him who overcomes —. ‘ The Lord expects us to overcome the powers of darkness and defeat the world the flesh and the devil.     
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world — our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 1 John 5:4-5

I suggest that in these last days it is not enough that we are only over-comers over the enemies in our personal lives. ‘We have the mind of Christ’ can’t just be a verse in the Bible it must be our daily experience, the world needs us to be relevant. We are here to work with God to usher in His New Order; that is to establish His Kingdom by overcoming the powers of darkness all about us.  The Lord is waiting for us to make Him known in every aspect of society. When Jesus is honored and His standards are received, then His Kingdom is evidently overcoming the darkness.  

This demands new leadership who call the church to live winsome lives of victory before the lost. Only then will Christians be relevant to the needs of the hour. All this flows out from a habitual, deep, spiritual life where we enter into His wisdom and knowledge, only then can we bring it into our world.  Let God be God!  Let Him be seen in His people, let it be known who He is. To do this we have to be in constant touch with His spirit. The fiery heart of God is full of life.  Just dwelling there for a while impregnates our spirits with life and fertility and is the means by which generations of life continue. God is good-- every good thing comes from Him. The whole of creation is dependent upon His heavenly Life being brought into the earth. 
Ask the Lord for a new spirit of boldness so that you speak out the things you hear in your times of heavenly communion. I have learned that we also need to ask for willingness to accompany our boldness. It is one thing to be bold but another to be willing. May 2012 be the year when the united church in San Antonio and across the world arises in new power to fulfill her glorious high calling.  
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